          VISUAL ART CLASS SYLLABUS 6-8th Grades
Blue Heron Middle School Visual Art

Instructor: Luci Chambers

lchambers@ptschools.org

Classroom Expectations

The Blue Heron Middle School Art Room is a communal learning environment where students practice and improve their basic SKILLS and LANGUAGE of creativity and visual art, explore the creative PROCESS, and CONNECT to a social visual world. 
Students are expected to follow the policies described in the student handbook.  Behavior expectations are based on what is considered appropriate in a public setting. Students are expected to be respectful and responsible.
Classroom Schedule and Behavior Expectations
· Students enter the art room quietly and take their assigned seats.
· After attendance has been taken, and announcements are made, instructions will be given for the day’s assignment.
· The rubric, or criteria, for new or current projects will be displayed and reviewed. 
· During worktime, electronic devices with earbuds are allowed for music only. 

· Phone calls with parents must be channeled through the office.
· Students who complete work early will use the project rubric to evaluate their work to see if they can make any improvements. If they do have free time there is a list of free time activities; Free Drawing, Coloring Pages, Reading, Homework, or an Approved Personal Art Project.
· Students who need to leave class during the period use their planner as a “pass”, and sign out at the door.
· The last 8 minutes of class is reserved for cleanup.
Clothing and Food
Wear appropriate clothing or bring something to cover your clothes, such as an apron or shirt, if you are concerned about getting your clothes dirty. Students will not be excused from class participation due to clothing. 
Food is not usually eaten in the art room.
Daily Participation Points

Students earn 4 points each day for participation. Extra points can be earned by bringing in clean cans, wide-mouth jars, plastic applesauce cups, yogurt cups, and for extra help cleaning the art room.
Inappropriate Behavior
Inappropriate behavior will be verbally redirected. A second inappropriate behavior will result in either a Student/Teacher mini conference, or a What’s On Your Mind form. The What’s On Your Mind form is a way to communicate and problem-solve that doesn’t take time away from other students. I review them as soon as possible, or at the end of the day. Subsequent infractions include calls to the Dean of Students, Julie Russel, or to John Burke.
Art Curriculum

The Visual Art Curriculum is based on a blend of National Art Standards and National Core Standards. Students will complete instructional visual art assignments designed to provide practice of knowledge and skills in the Art Elements, Art Principles of Design, Art History, and Aesthetic Critique. These projects will meet the following Core Standards:

Students will cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of visual art texts, attending to the precise details of formal art critique. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.1
Follow a complex multistep procedure when working through and documenting the creative process, while practicing art skill techniques, and when attending to examples and descriptions found in text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.3
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.2 

Analyze the structure of the relationships among concepts in a text, including relationships among key terms (e.g., line, value, shape, space, form, color, texture, etc.). CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.5
Translate information expressed in words in a text into visual form (e.g., drawing, painting, sculpture) and translate information expressed visually (e.g., in a presentation) into words. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.7
Assess the reasoning in a text that supports the author’s critique of a particular artist’s work. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.8
Compare and contrast critiques or skill techniques presented in a text to other sources (including their own artistic experiences), noting when the findings support or contradict one another. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.9
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend visual art texts at the eighth grade text complexity band independently and proficiently. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.10
6th grade Curriculum

Sixth grade is a design class, focusing on the Principles of Design. Students help select and set criteria for the projects. Examples include things like designing a product, such as shoes, cars, chairs, among others.

7th grade Curriculum

Seventh grade focuses on the Elements of Art, and are based on using the most common art media, such as pencils, ink, oil pastels, and acrylic paints to create artwork that illustrates line, value, shape, form, space, texture, and color. Projects include seasonal, multicultural, and masterworks themes. Seventh grade is also the year we work on two place-based projects, a Northwest Native American tribal art unit, and the Maritime Discovery Program at the end of the year.
8th grade Curriculum

Eighth graders move on to improving basic skills such as drawing, painting, and sculpting. We start with a drawing unit that moves into painting, and then in the second semester, sculpture and ceramics. Seasonal and cultural themes are also included.
Student Assessment 

· 50% of the students grade consists of daily participation points, (attendance, on task checks, and appropriate behavior), that are averaged out for the week.  Completed assignments and rubrics, quizzes, and written assignments make up the other 50%. 

· Students will become sufficient in using a rubric to evaluate their own work.
· All students are required to take the Washington State Art Assessment per the Port Townsend School District policy.
Rubrics
Rubrics set forth the expectations for earning a particular grade. This is an example of a basic rubric:
Still Life Ink Pen Drawing
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Extra Credit

There are many opportunities for extra credit are available. Proof of attending art themed movies, museums, galleries, shows, plays, concerts, etc., can be documented with ticket stubs, brochures, parental notes, etc. Along with a 1 page write-up of how it connected to your art studies, you can earn up to 4 pts, equivalent to one in-class assignment. Artwork you do at home can also count as extra credit.
Other ways to earn extra credit involve keeping the art room functional by cleaning and sorting materials, bringing in wide-mouthed glass jars, cans, plastic containers, loading or unloading the kiln, helping put up an exhibit, etc. 

Coping with Problems
Please feel free to email me if you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to facilitating an enjoyable art community, and expanding the Blue Heron middle school art experience. I am honored to be here.
Luci Chambers

Blue Heron Middle School Art Teacher

lchambers@ptschools.org
360-379-4540 (no voicemail, please)
Please sign below, indicating that the Student AND Parent/Guardian have read this syllabus 
and understand its content.
RETURN THIS PAGE BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2018.

(For a student to get credit for returning this sheet, I MUST be able to read their name).

_____________________________________________________________         ____________________
           Parent or Guardian Signature






date
_____________________________________________________________

            Student Signature
